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MH | DECORATING WITH ART

The surest way to set a mood or add personality 
to a room is with well-chosen artwork.

The art  
of the 
matter

Breathtaking super-size artwork ‘The Hand’from Design Life.
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Not only is art much more accessible these days, but there is also 
a much broader acceptance of what the term encompasses. While 
we may be late starters, now we’ve got the hang of it, we’re certainly 
enthusiastic about decorating our homes with individual pieces. 
While purchases usually result from an emotional connection 
to a work, Kevin Hill – who arranges exhibitions Australia-wide 
under the banner Kevin Hill’s Top Ten – says that many people 
don’t realise what a great investment art can be too.

He points to the controversial decision by Gough Whitlam to 
purchase the Jackson Pollock painting ‘Blue Poles’ in 1973 for 
$1.3 million as having a beneficial effect on generating awareness 
of art among all Australians, explaining that it also piqued an 
interest in the local scene leading to greater pride in our art.  
“I believe, whether or not you agreed with that purchase at the 
time, it did more to advance Australian art and artists than any 
other single event in our history,” he explains. “Of course, that 
painting proved to be a great investment. The American artist 
originally sold it in 1955 for $6000; it sold again two years later  
for $32,000 and then Australia paid $1.3 million for it in 1973. 
What is its value today? Well, most experts range it between $80 
and $100 million. This hasn’t been tested of course, but I believe 
it is well in the ballpark.”

Clients regularly ask Kevin how they should choose a piece 
for investment that is also affordable. “My advice,” he explains, 
“is to select established up-and-coming artists, then follow your 
heart and only buy it if you like it. Remember, you are investing in 
your lifestyle as well. The work is going to enhance your home or 
office and give you and your family increasing pleasure for many 
years. History has shown that, unlike expensive curtains, blinds 
and floor coverings, a work of art has the potential to substantially 
increase in value as you enjoy it.”

It certainly pays to get good advice before you make a  
purchase. Kevin says they carry out free appraisals for clients  

and almost all are astounded at the increase in value their 
paintings have achieved over the years. “Many of them bought 
their pieces purely for enjoyment,” he relates, “and can’t believe 
the gains they’ve made.”

If you’ve ever wondered about those fantastic graphic images 
you’ve seen in trendy displays and TV sitcoms, Sarah Leslie, Creative 
Director of Interior Art Image, can put you on the right track.

An expert in art and interiors as well as trend forecasting, Sarah 
says that design-savvy decorators are looking for artworks that 
reflect the latest directions in furnishings. When she says an 
effective way to update any room is to refresh the walls, she’s not 
just referring to a fresh coat of paint – along with their colour, the 
artwork you hang on them also has a big impact. Her Signarture™ 
brand of limited-edition, contemporary art specialises in pieces 
to complement modern rooms.

Sarah happily offered us her overview of the new season’s trends.
Heading into 2008, alongside the growing need to feel 

connected to nature, opulence and modernism will be strong 
themes for interiors, with overarching trends for over-scale design, 
monochrome, and a touch of the whimsical.

Fashion’s influence on interiors is ever increasing. Just as 
fashion embraced all things vintage, so too has interior design: 
furniture, lighting and wallpaper manufacturers are re-releasing 
modern classics, while more and more leading international 
fashion houses are producing not only homewares but furniture as 
well. The art and design worlds are showing similar convergence: 
investors in contemporary art are now buying up the latest in 
design, and artists are creating works styled to complement the 
fashion-led trends in interiors … great news for the majority of 

us who understand fashion and design but until now have felt 
intimidated by the thought of choosing artwork.

So what are the trends we should we be looking for in artwork 
for 2008?

With our growing concern for the environment, artworks that 
reflect the natural world are in vogue, and their interpretation runs 
from the realistic to the whimsical. Nature’s own colour palette, 
dominated by green tones, is the basis for the more realistic end 
of this trend. Trees and leaves continue to be popular motifs, while 
tropically inspired designs are coming to the fore in an ultra-bright 
palette that looks modern contrasted with black. On the whimsical 
front, birds, deer, horses and a menagerie of other animal forms 
will be popping up everywhere, not just in the kids’ rooms!

To achieve the more opulent look, go for works that incorporate 
swirling, baroque patterns and watch out for the resurgence of 
art nouveau. Colours are classical and sumptuous – metallics, 
purples, greens – and size is important here, so look for over-scale 
design in an individual artwork, or a repeat pattern over a larger 
area for the wallpaper look. If pattern and colour together are too 
overpowering, this is a look that is also very hot in monochrome. 
Always stylish, positive and negative pieces in combination add 
drama without overdoing it, and black and white interior accents 
are oh-so on trend!

Modernism is another buzzword for interiors for 2008. Pioneered 
by architects and interior designers of the mid 20th century, this is 
a clean-lined, more minimalist look, which allows plenty of scope 
for you to inject your own personality with eclectic furnishings. 
Look for artworks that feature the strong, graphic design of the 
era such as bold, geometric patterns and for the truly fashionable 
home/office, the key statement pieces feature typography. The 
palette is black and white and bold primaries … Yves Klein blue, 
bold red, bright yellow.

tip Extra-large canvases can make for an easily 
relocatable alternative to wallpapering a feature wall.

For more information on artwork trends visit  
www.interiorartimage.com

‘Kensington’ uses retro-modernist typography in this popular example from the 
Modernist range by Signarture™.

‘A Kingfisher’s Home’ by James Hough
Hough’s recent trip along the ranges of the  
northeast coast of NSW really inspired him.

In brief
Just as over-scale is a strong trend for 2008, larger scale 
artworks are increasingly in demand to anchor vast open-plan 
spaces. Look for pieces that are a minimum of 1m in height.

It’s taken a little while for most ordinary 
Australians to catch onto the idea that 
everyone really can have an original work 
of art hanging on their wall. 
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Calendar of exhibitions 2008
May 2 to 4 Bankstown International Hotel, 477 Chapel Rd, North 

Bankstown NSW

June 13 to 15: Tamworth Homemakers’ Centre, New England 

Highway, Tamworth NSW

September 12 to 14 The Oaks Resort, 89 The Entrance Rd, The 

Entrance NSW

October 17 to 19 City of Casey Council Chambers, Magid Drive, 

Narre Warren Vic

November 7 to 8  Bankstown International Hotel, 477 Chapel Rd, 

North Bankstown NSW

Kevin has recently published a fantastic 88-page limited-edition 

book called Kevin Hill’s ‘TOP TEN’ Australian Artists and it includes 

almost 70 colour plates of wonderful paintings, interesting sketches 

and stories. Only 1000 copies were printed and each is individually 

numbered. If you’d like to see work by the artists Kevin represents,  

visit his website www.kevinhillstopten.com.au or go along to an 

exhibition at one of the following venues.

Sarah Leslie talks trends

Artworks
Kevin Hill sees the investment potential

Art appreciation

‘Amsterdam’ is a combination of bold, saturated colours from Signarture™.




